[image: image1.wmf]
Thursday, March 20, 1997

Breech-birth case yields $6.7 million award
By a Law Bulletin staff writer 

A Cook County jury has returned a $6.71 million verdict against a hospital where a breech birth left the baby with a crippled left arm.  

Stephanie Cecily White had been in labor at Christ Hospital for more than eight hours in September 1990 when her daughter emerged in the breech position, feet first, said Susan L. Novosad of Levin & Perconti, who represented the plaintiff.  The delivery was being handled by a resident, Dr. Gary Waters.  

When such a position occurs, it is important to not pull the baby too hard or too soon and that an experienced doctor handle the situation, Novosad said.  

“The resident, I think, panicked and started to pull,” she said.  

As a result of his actions, both of the baby’s arms went over her head, an even rarer occurrence, Novosad said.  

“At this point, the attending physician jumped in, but it was too late because the damage had already occurred,” Novosad said.  

The girl suffered a bilateral brachial plexus injury, which is damage to the nerves at the top of the spine.  The baby has a crippled left arm and will have the strength of a six-year-old for the rest of her life, Novosad said.  

The attending physician, Dr. Vinod Patel, settled with White last year for $1 million, she said.  

The jury award came Monday before Cook County Circuit Judge Irwin J. Solganick of the Law Division.  

Rudy G. Schade of Cassiday, Schade & Gloor, who represented Christ Hospital, was out of town and unavailable for comment.  

The case is White v. Christ Hospital, No. 90 L 17858. 

