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Doctors’ Mistakes You’ll Never Know 
By Dave McKinney 

Sun-Times Springfield Bureau 

Springfield—When Joliet obstetrician Leo Wrona posted his resume on the Web site of the American Medical Association, he left out any reference to an unflattering string of malpractice settlements and judgments against him in the Will County courts.  

Similarly, call up Wrona’s name on the Web site of the Illinois Department of Professional Regulation, and you’ll find no hint of anything wrong.  What you will learn is that Wrona has never been disciplined by the state during his 35-year career—a tacit seal of approval.  

But in the last decade, Wrona, 59, has paid about $5.3 million in malpractice settlements and judgments stemming from at least a half-dozen medical procedures that allegedly contributed to two deaths and maiming of others.  

The Sun-Times, in an investigation of the disciplinary policies of the DPR, found no other Illinois doctor who had as many malpractice settlements or judgments since 1991 and yet remained in the good graces of the DPR.  

DPR Director Leonard Sherman said he was not aware of the cases against Wrona, and, based on a summary provided by the Sun-Times, doubted that most of the cases strayed from state licensing standards.  “They don’t sound like any kind of clear practice violations,” Sherman said.  

The largest amount Wrona’s insurance carrier paid on his behalf—$2 million—came in 1996.  A 19 year-old Joliet woman, Tiffany Walker, was under his care during her pregnancy.  An ultrasound at 20 weeks showed abnormal brain development in her fetus.  

But Wrona, who describes himself on the AMA Web site as a “pro-life” doctor, failed to inform Walker about the ultrasound’s results.  She later gave birth to a baby who was blind, deaf and quadriplegic.  For his part, Wrona said in a deposition taken by Walker’s attorney, John J. Perconti, the woman’s test results “must have slipped through the cracks.”  

_974258180.unknown

